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A Special Thank
You to Members
Past and Present.

As we conclude another
membership campaign, we at
the Perinton Historical
Society are thankful for the ,
former members who have
supported this institution for
over 65 years and we are
grateful to the current
members who have given
their monetary arid volunteer
support to both the Society
and Museum. With your
help, the Perinton Historical
Society will continue its
important work in the
community well into the 21st
century.

THE MIS'SION OF THE PERINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS TO PROMOTE COMMUNITY INTEREST
IN THE PRESERVATION OF LOCAL RECORDS AND ARTIFACTS FOR POSTERITY, AND FOR THE

ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE PERINTON COMMUNITY.
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. PERINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS FOR 2002-2003
Lowell &Wanda Ahrendsen, Janice Albert, Joan Alliger, Carol Alvut, Joyce Amarel, Susan Ames, Maria &
Dick Anderson, Robert & Alice Anderson, Aileen Andrews, Marylu Andrews & Family, Frank Angevine,
Marguerite Antell, Dorothy Bailey, David Banister & Family, Betty Bantle, Robert Barker,Stuart Barone,
James Bartasevich, George Basil, Heather Bauer, Mary Beck, Arlene Bell & Family, Robin Benoit, Bernard
Margaretta, John & Hannah Berry, Jacqui Biernat, Ann Bills, Robert Black, Gay Blankenberg, Mildred
Blaylock, Imogene Blum, Doris Bown, Carol Boyle, Carol Ann Britt, Raymond & Dawn Braking, Florence
Brownell & Family, Elsie Bruischart, Phyllis Bryant & Family, Mark & Kirsten Buchanan, Eileen Buffan,
Sandra Burke, Theda Ann Burnham, Evelyn BUsch, Annie Callanan & Family, Joseph Caracci, Doris Carey,
Beverly Carter, Mary Casbeer, Chris & Sharon Cassidy, Harold & Ann Castle, Sharon Catanese, David
Charlton, Nancy & Richard Cianciotto, Joe & Connie Ciarico, Margaret Clark, Mary Lou Clegg, Gail Cleveland,
John & Sally Connors, Richard & Nora Cooney, James Cooper, Henry Couch Jr., Cynthia Coupal, Joyce &
Charles Cowden, Sandra Culver, Philip & Claire Dailey, Sharon Daniel, Charles & Charlotte Danneker, Al
Darrer & Family, Helen Davis, William & Lisa Dean, Sean Delehanty, Charles & Betty Delles, Bernard Dennis,
Pau1.& Margaret Derieth, Nancy DeVaney, Tom Dinse, Doris Donk, Harwood Dryer, Jan Dwyer, Rosemary
EihoIzer, Byron & Mary Ellsworth, Mercedes End, Margaret Estrich & Family, Greg Evershed & Family, Ruth
& Matson Ewell, Fairport IDA, William Fancher, Joy Fink, Sheldon Fisher, John & Carolyn Fisk, Nancy
FitzSimmons, Nancy Forman, William & Constance Foster, Lorain Francis & Michael Leonard, Bob & Joan
Fries, Ellie Gardephe, Carol Gardner, Ruth Gates & Family, Jerrold & Marjorie Gearhart, Barbro Giangerco,
Betsey Gilbert, David & Linda Glossner, Ted & Sandra Good, John & Mary Gordon, Janice & Brad
Gouldthrope, Michael Goyette, Patrick Grace, Carl Greene, John & Linda Groves, Paul Guarracini, Robert
Guilfoil, William & Joanne Haag, Carol Haeusel, Judy Hahn, Sandra Hahn, Carol & Stephen Hallenbeck,
Carol Hardy, Mary Harmer, Gene & Donna Harr, Bill & Pat Hartigan, Bill & Abby Hartman, Alice Hawkins,
Jane Henne, Mary Joy Herrman, Robert Hess, Elizabeth Hoffman, Rosemarie Hoffman, Howard & Lucy
Holmes, John & Diane Holtzclaw; Flora Hosenfeld, William Hosley, Diana Howk, Lucille Howk, Barbara &
John Jandrokovic, R.G. Johnston, John Jongen, Geraldine Jordan, Robert & Bari Kanauer, Jane Keating&
Family, William Keeler, Shirley Kennedy, Patricia Kenney, Leon Kenyon, Bill & Jean Keplinger, William Kerr,
Kevin Kesby, Cheryl & Michael Kieffer, Robert & Jane Kiely, Jeffrey Kime & Family, Clark & Sharon King,
Heidi Kistler, Jane Klein, Warren & Patricia Knapp, Joan & Robert Koehler, Sara Kuhnert, David & Mary
Lamb, Eugene Langie, Edward Lawler, Donald & Ruth Leopold, Bob & Marcia Lewis, Pam & T.C. Lewis,
Robert Loveless, Madge Ludwig, Adeline Lunger, John Lyle, Richard & Deborah Mabry, Agnes MacMath,
Beverly Magee, Jane & Jack Maher, Joseph & Dorothy Maiorana & Family, Janet Marchbanks, William &
Helen Matthews, Ann May, Georgia & Fritz May, Stephen May, Fran McCarthy, Robert & Inez McClary, Jane
McComb, Lucy McCormick, Bernadette & Peter McDonough, Richard & Mary Ellen Mc Dougal, Peggy

. McGlynn, Barbara Gelesko McKee & Family, Gary & Linda McKenna, John & Lorraine Mc Mahon, Pam & Dan
McNelly, Judith & John McNulty, Sars & Mary McNulty, Marilyn Merritt, Carol Metrose, Carl Miller, Phyllis
Miller, Rebecca 'Miller, Rosemary Moldram, Deanne Molinari, John & Alfa Moll, Robert & Julia Monastero,
Antonette Moody, John & Jean Moody, Kenneth Moore, Mary Moore, Betty & Mel Morrow, Burton Moulton,
Art & Wendy Muldoon, Gary Muldoon, Robert Murray, H. Tracy Nadler, Donald & Dorothy Naetzker, Roger
Nelson, Eleanor & Ray Newell, Stuart Norris, James & Jennie Oberholtzer, Richard Osterling & Family, Kay
Papin, Dolly Parrotta, Kathleen Pearson, Robert Pearson, Olga Peet, Brent Penwarren, Mary Jean & Richard
Phillips, Yvette Pipes, Earl Pittinaro, Ruth & Helen Post, Ortella Powell, Laura Price, Diane Prichard, Judd &
Carole Prozeller, Morey &Ann Rasbeck, Beverly Reynolds, Robert & Nancy Rikard, Rod & Jeanne
Rittenhouse, Charles Robinson, Eunice Roby & Family, John Rock, Jennie Rockwell, Caroline Rolph, Ruth
Stiner Rose & Family, Pamela Rosen, Seymour Rudin, Irene & Bill Ruster, Linda & Mike Ryan, Frank
Sadowski, Arlene Saller, Margery Salmon, Frank & Norma Salvagio, Pietra Santacroce & Family, AI &Carol
Santos, Marion Sargent, Franz J. & Joanne Sasse & Family, Drew & Carol Saum, Autumn Scalzo, Stan
Schafer, William Scharffenberger, Laura Schmidt, George & Edna Schuttee, Trudy Seaman, Durham Seeley,
William & Mary Seidel, Warren Shaddock, Barbara & Robert Shaw, Eunice Skeates, Eileen & Lester Slocum,
Arnold & Anne Smeenk, Douglas & LOis Smith, Jim Smith, Marlene Smith, Tom & Nancy Speedy, Joyce
Stadt, Mary Beth and J. Robert Stalter, Neil & Patricia Stalter, Jim & Libby Stanton, Anna Steuerwald, Robert
C. & Jean K. Stevens, Carolyn Stewart, June & Harold Stock, Bob & Anne Stonehocker, Marjorie Takasawa,
Sue Templeton, Gerald & Antoinette Thompson, Janice & David Thompson, May & Tom Thomson, M. Dickson
Thronson, Richard & Carol Tibbits, Marianne Tiraborelli, Helen Tolhurst & Family, Jean Townsend, Robert
Trimble, Jim & Karen Unckless, Jane & Bob VanAlstyne, Roy & Martha Vanderwall, Marilyn Van Slyke,
Shirley VanWuyckhuyse & Family, Martha VanZile, Sylvia Vecellio, Arthur & Virginia Wacenske, Robert
Wagner & Family, Carol Warner, H.J. Wasenske, Jake & Grace Weber, Nancy Welch, LeRoy Welkley, Margo
Wheeler, Doug & Jean Whitney, Grace Whitney, John & Eileen Wierzbicki, William Wilcox, David.Wild, Doris
Williams, Gerald Williams, Arthur & Jean Wilson, Robert & Francis Woerpel, Catherine Wright & Family,
Charles Yackiw, John & Majorie Yaeger Donna & Phil Yawman, Andrea Zanowick, Nancy& Charles Zinno
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DeLand Military Band Bass Drum Restored
This is a copy of the speech given by Bill Keeler at the First Congregational Church at the unveiling of the
restored DeLand Military Band bass drum at the Church Tour last month.

After almost a year of treatment, the DeLand Military band drum is finally
ready to be put on display. Gwen Spicer, textile conservator, has been
working this past year on the drum head by repairing tears in the cover,
stabilizing the paint and reattaching the hide to the wooden rim. The shell,
which was missing the hoop and supports, has been modified to hold the
drum head for display. Additional work on the drum was done by Matson
Ewell, David Wild and Bill Keeler.

The cost for this preservation work was provided by donations to the society
in memory of Alberta Cleveland and a grant from the Rochester Area
Community Foundation. The society's Board of Trustees felt the restoration
of the drum was a fitting tribute to Bertie whose grandfather organized the
band in 1881 and whose father was the band's leader for many years.

Robert Wignall Sr. organized the band at the request of Levi DeLand owner
of the DeLand Chemical Works. Levi was the son of Daniel Deland the

r>. founder of the company~ He and his uncle, Henry DeLand, ran the company
after the death of Daniel in an elevator shaft accident in 1872.

Levi visited Buffalo where he heard some of the largest bands in the United
States play. 'When he came back to Fairport he decided he wanted to form
one of the best bands in the country and called on Bob Wignall to make it
happen.

Bob Wignall Sr. was born in England and had played in the Marine Band
and the 7th Royal Fueselleers Band before moving to Fairport. Bob worked
lor the Delands as a shipping clerk. When Bob was called on to put together
a band, he immediately contacted an editor of a daily newspaper in
Liverpool, England and asked him to help locate some experienced
musicians for the new band. Several men applied to be members of the
band, were brought to Fairport and given jobs at the DeLand Works or the
Cox Shoe factory on Parce Ave.

The military bands, as they were called, were very professional and highly
competitive. Levi. spent quite a bit of money to get the talent for his band,
new uniforms and the best instruments.
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There is a story about the first band instruments that were bought. The
instruments were made by the Boston Musical Instrument factory and
shipped to Fairport by rail. They arrived at the New York Central station on
North Main Street and received by Gene Hazen, longtime station master.
Bob Wignall and Billy Alcorn, another member of the band, were at the
depot when the boxes arrived. They came in COD. Gene Hazen asked Bob,
who he knew was new to this country and perhaps not familiar with
American business, if he knew what COD meant. Bob quickly responded
"Sure I do-that means CallOn DeLand."

The band, which was first called the LJ. DeLand Band, would practice
several times a week in preparation for band competitions. One of the first
competitions was in Akron in Erie County, New York. They competed with
some of the best bands in the country including what was considered a top
notch band from Eldred Pa.

In an article in the Rochester Democrat and Chronical, Bob Wignall
described the scene. "When the train arrived at the station at Akron bearing
the Eldred band, members alighted dressed in stove pipe hats and swallow
tailed coats. Their instruments had been shipped on ahead all carefully,
packed and boxed. On the march from the train about 50 prominent men
from Eldred marched ahead of the band each waving hands full of bills
offering to bet anyone 10 to 1 that the Eldred band would winfirst prize.

A number of Fairport business men who had accompanied the Fairport band
took their bets as fast as they were made. When the train bearing the
Fairport band arrived the men alighted dressed in full regalia and marched
from the train to their headquarters playing their instruments.

Later when the prizes were announced Fairport received first, to the
astonishment and fmancialloss of some of the Eldred men."

The L.J. DeLand Band was later known as the DeLand Coronet Band and as
the Del.and Military Band. The band played in many conventions and
parades including the Old Home Week parades in 1908. I don't know when
the band was disbanded but it was an important and proud part of
community life in Fairport for many years. No one knows how this
particular drum came to the museum but its restoration and display at the

•
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Fairport Museum will be a fitting tribute to Bertie Cleveland whose family
was very closely involved with the band.

The society would like to thank all those who donated money and made this
project possible. The drum will be on display for the next three months in
the Fairport Historical Museum. .

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE ALBERTA CLEVELAND MEMORIAL
FUND

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Bills Joyce J. Dennis Howard & Janet Sharp
The Torrens Family Grace Whitney Donna & Bruce Schwendy
Doris June Zacari Ruth & Matson Ewell Bruce & Marge Stoddard
George Hengeveld Charles & Carol Robinson Ann Flood
.Fairport Historical Club Ruth Lind Mr. & Mrs. R. Clinton Emery
Eileen Slocum Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Buchanan Joyce Cowden
Pat DiLucia The Cleveland Family Winifred & Robert Wagner

Roger & Mildred Hart

Gift Shop Special:
Framed copies of 1877 Perinton and Fairport
Engravings.
The book History of Monroe County New York 1788 to '1877 has been a
unique source of vintage engravings of early houses and buildings in
Rochester and Monroe County. These engravings are so highly prized that
the books are often broken up and the individual pages sold to collectors.

The Fairport Museum has acquired four of these pages of Perinton and
Fairport landmarks. These particular engravings are unique in that they have
been tinted with watercolors.

Bill Keeler spent several days this past summer copying and framing these
prints using empty frames found in the museum. These framed copies are

. available for $10 each in the gift shop .. All the engravings have been
reduced to 8" x 10" or 7" x 9" and most are mounted in 9" x 12" frames.
The buildings depicted are the First Baptist Church, the Milton Budlong
Farm, the Osburn House and Green &McAuliffe lumber dealers. As an

•
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added bonus, Charlotte Dannekar, Heather A. Bauer, Ruth Post.Imogene
Blum and David Taber have written short histories about the buildings that
are included with the pictures.

Each frame is unique and they make great gifts. All proceeds from the gift
shop go to support the Fairport Historical Museum.

Call For Volunteers Draws Tremendous Support
from theMembership,
The Perinton Historical Society has had an overwhelming resp~nse to our
call for volunteers. We asked for members to step up and fill positions and
needs in the organization and there were over 50 responses.

Twenty five people indicated that they were interested in working on the
house tour. Bill Matthews has contacted these people for this years tour and
Theda Ann Burnam, coordinator for the tour in 2003, will be contacting
these same people in April of next year as plans go ahead for the Town of
Perinton House Tour. Bill Keeler has been conducting several orientations
this past month to train the 32 volunteers who will be working in the
Fairport Museum during open hours. For the first time in over 6 years we
now have a volunteer coordinator who is Gail Black. The first education, -

committee was created this year to accommodate our growing number of
_tours from school groups, scout groups and our 4th grade program. Four
members signed up to help Bill Matthews in short term maintenance projects
around the museurri.

The Society is now in a much better position to continue its programs for
this year and the future. The Executive Committee and the Board of
Trustees would like to thank all those who signed up and could spare some
-time to volunteer at the Society and Museum for these important programs.

Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Journals Donated to Museum
InMay of this year, the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Association offered two
handwritten ledger books and an index of burial plots to the Perinton
Historical Society for use by researchers and visitors to the archives at the
Fairport Museum. The journals contain the original handwritten meeting

•
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r> notes of the organization from 1864 to 1959 and purchasing, expense
accounts and deeds from 1906 to 1977. The burial plot index is a copy
compiled from 1939 to 1940 by members of the Perinton Historical Society.

The Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Company was organized September 1st, 1864 by
five of the more prominent men in the community. The founders were
WilliamM. Newman, manufacturer and dealer in baking powder and spices,
Henry A. and Daniel B. Del.and, owners of the DeLand Chemical Works,
Joseph Yale Parce, inventor and nurseryman and H. Monteque Moseley.
These men bought 6 acres of land from William Newman for $1200 and had
rights of way for a road from both East Church Street and South Main Street.
William Webster of Rochester was hired to clear the land and build the roads
leading to the cemetery. The trustees were elected once a year and during
the early years the group met in H.A. DeLand's office.

The cemetery was dedicated and open for the sale of lots September 6th,
1865. Twenty four lots were sold the first day. Owners of the lots would
pay a yearly fee for upkeep of the plot.· In 1895 George Springett was·hired
to dig graves and maintain the cemetery. The cost for digging graves was $4
in the summer, $5 in the winter and the family of the deceased could have
the grave lined with evergreens for an additional $5.

In 1915 an endowment fund was established which grew to almost $1500 by
1925. The DeLand and Parce families were involved in the association well
into the 1920's and early 30's, D.B. DeLand having resigned in 1927.

An exhibit is planned for January with the journals, photos of some of the
founders and an original cemetery deed from 1886. We are extremely
grateful to the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Association for donating these
documents to the museum so that they can be made available to the public.

UPCOMING PERINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS 2002
. Tuesday, November 12th7:30 at the Fairport Museum.
Armchair Walk Down Fairport's Main Street During the Late 1940 's
presentation by Donovan Shilling.

Tuesday, December 3rd at the Fairport Museum.
Christmas Party and string concert.
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PERINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS 2003
Tuesday, January 14th 7:30 at the Fairport Public Library.
Historic and Stylistic Connections Between Silver and Pewter presentation
by H.P. Prazear.

Tuesday, March OIl th 7:30 at the Fairport Museum.
Patents and Trademarks from Fairport and Perinton, Part 2
Slide presentation and talk by Bill Keeler, curator at the Fairport Museum.

Tuesday, April 15th 7:30 at the Fairport Museum.
Talk about early Rochester by Ann Salter, director of the Rochester
Historical Society,

Tuesday, May 13th at Perinton Park. °

Annual 'Perinton Historical Society Picnic and election of officers.

° Perinton HlstorlcalSociety
18 Perrin Street
Fairport, New York 14450
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