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Tarnishing the Family Name
The Leslie Hulburt Story

By Bill Poray

In the year 1874, an eight year old boy fell from an apple tree in his father’s orchard and broke 

his arm. Thirty years later, there was no shortage of those who would have gladly wished the same fate 

upon his neck. That’s because Leslie Ernest Hulburt was a scoundrel. More specifically, 

a lying, stealing, murderous scoundrel. 

P
erhaps he had some good qualities as well, although 

diligent research has failed to unearth any. The saying, 

“the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree” seems not to 

apply to our Leslie Hulburt. In fact, years after falling from 

his father’s tree, this apple took a long and devious path, all 

the way to a Mexican prison and a death sentence.

As sometimes happens, the scoundrel was the son of fine 

people, in this case Fairport attorney Thomas L. Hulburt, who 

served on Fairport’s first Board of Trustees, and his wife, 

Phebe Hoag Hulburt. His mother died when he was just seven 

years old, not long before he fell from the tree. Leslie’s great-

grandfather was Justus Hulburt, an early Perinton resident 

whose occupation may have led to the name of the street 

in which he lived and worked. Jefferson Avenue was once 

known as Basket Street, and that’s what Justus manufactured 

—baskets. 

Fairport’s Hulburt Avenue and Hulburt Road meet at the 

sharp bend where the scoundrel was born and raised, in a 

postcard-pretty Greek Revival home recently added to the 

National Register of Historic Places. The family property 

included an 80 acre farm perched high above the canal, a 

perfect vantage point for young Leslie to witness the chaos 

that occurred in the spring of 1871. A muskrat burrowed a 

small hole in the earthen canal embankment across from the 

Hulburt property. The force of the evacuating water washed 

away nine-hundred feet of the bank on the west side, bringing 

to a halt hundreds of east and westbound canal boats. The 

Hulburt’s land provided a splendid location for the New York 

State militia to set up a temporary camp. The soldiers and 

Leslie Hulburt
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~ Bob Hunt ~

Comments from
your President

It is February 15th, and I’m 

sitting in my office in the car-

riage barn on a beautiful warm 

day, 58 degrees. As I had men-

tioned last month, we took a few 

weeks in January and headed 

south for hopefully warmer 

weather. It wasn’t exactly warm, 

in fact it was one of the coldest 

months of January on record.

academy to him, and in 1889 the academy was renamed John 

B. Stetson University.  Stetson University College of Law 

was the first law school in Florida, founded in 1900. Today 

Stetson University is a very fine educational institution with 

more than sixty undergraduate majors and minors offered. 

The office of the President and other administrative offices 

are housed in DeLand Hall. Constructed in 1884, it is the 

oldest building in Florida in continuous use for higher 

education. Stetson University’s various sports teams are 

called the Hatters. 

Most of the above information was found in Wikipedia 

under DeLand and Stetson University. A long list of notable 

Stetson alumni was given, although the only one I recognize 

is George Winston, a New Age recording artist.  

It was a pleasant day visiting DeLand, Florida and I 

recommend you stop by if you are ever in the vicinity.  

Thanks for your continued support, it is appreciated. Will 

chat again next month.    

Bob Hunt, President

585-415-7053, rhunt356.rh@gmail.com

We visited friends in New Smyrna Beach and also at 

Cocoa Beach. One place I have always wanted to visit in 

Florida was DeLand, the city founded by Henry Addison 

DeLand, the baking soda magnate of Fairport fame. DeLand 

is located just about 25 miles west of New Smyrna Beach.  

We visited DeLand on Martin Luther King Day and found 

it bustling with activity, primarily because of a big parade 

scheduled for that day. I find that you can tell a lot about a 

community by how vibrant the main shopping district is, and 

to me DeLand looked prosperous with few empty store fronts. 

We had lunch at an Italian restaurant and I asked our waiter, 

“How did DeLand gets its name?”  He didn’t have a clue, so 

I had to whip some knowledge on the young man. Today the 

city has a population of about 28,000, a nice size community.

The area was originally known as Persimmon Hollow, 

for the wild persimmon trees that grow around the natural 

springs, and was only accessible by steamboat up the St. 

Johns River. It was settled in 1874 by Captain John Rich, 

who built a log cabin. Our Henry DeLand visited there in 

1876, and envisioned building a citrus, agricultural and 

tourism center. That year he bought land and founded the 

town, naming it after himself. He sold his Fairport baking 

soda business and hired people to clear land, lay out streets, 

erect buildings and recruit settlers, most of whom came 

from upstate New York. The City of DeLand was officially 

incorporated in 1882, and became the county seat of Volusia 

County in 1887. It was the first city in Florida to have 

electricity.  

To enrich the community’s stature and culture, and 

enhance the value of his local real estate holdings, in 1883 

DeLand established DeLand Academy, Florida’s first private 

college. Mother Nature was not on DeLand’s side, for in 

1885 a freeze destroyed the entire orange crop and orchards. 

One story has it that DeLand had guaranteed to buy back the 

ruined groves from his investors, but there is no hard evi-

dence that this actually happened. After the freeze his Florida 

investments were nearly worthless and he returned to his 

home in the north.  

One of Henry’s good friends was John B. Stetson, the 

wealthy hat maker from Philadelphia. DeLand entrusted his

Henry Addison DeLand

From the collection of the Perinton Historical Society
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Museum News

We are very excited to unveil the changes at the Fairport 

Historical Museum! During the past two months, while 

the museum was closed for the season, the museum’s exhibit 

rooms were transformed to showcase even more Fairport 

and Perinton history. New exhibits include information and 

photos about area doctors, dentists and pharmacists from the 

19th and 20th centuries, expanded sections about Fairport 

schools and businesses and a new display highlighting 

Fairport muralist Carl W. Peters and his works. Look for the 

famed DeLand Military Band bass drum in its new place in 

the south wing.

Museum director Vicki Masters Profitt would like to 

thank the following people: Associate Curator Nancy Antell 

Slaybaugh for her many, many hours of research and time 

spent at the museum working on the new exhibits; Lucy 

McCormick, Jean Whitney, Joyce Hawkinson, Elisabeth 

Warsinske, Karen Smallman, Ann Castle, Joyce Lyle and 

Suzanne Lee for their assistance during the project; PHS 

President Bob Hunt for the new shelves and attaching 

the Plexiglas; Perinton Town Historian Bill Poray for his 

research assistance; and Property Committee Chair Catherine 

Angevine for spearheading the museum cleaning and 

furniture moving.

Beginning Saturday, March 3rd, the museum will be open 

on the following days and times:

Saturdays 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sundays and Tuesdays 2:00–4:00 p.m.

Thursdays 7:00–9:00 p.m.

A view of one section of the Fairport Historical Museum, which 
was transformed during the last two months to showcase more of the 

area’s local history 

Photo by Vicki Masters Profitt

Tuesday, March 20th, 7:00 p.m. at the museum

Program: The Musical Dossenbachs of Early 20th Century 

Rochester

Presenter:  Lisa Kleman

Tuesday, April 17th, 7:00 p.m. at the museum

Program: Conversations in Mary’s Home: A Staged 

Reading of a New Play in Progress

Presenter: Erica Kortepeter-Ragan and the Webster 

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd Players

Tuesday, May 15th, 6:00 p.m. 
at Perinton Park Pavilion

Event: Perinton Historical Society Picnic and

Annual Meeting

Upcoming Events

Support the Museum as a Volunteer 

Museum volunteers work one two-to-three-hour shift 

per month greeting and assisting visitors. New volun-

teers are paired with veterans for each shift, and training is 

provided. We are always looking for new volunteers to staff 

the museum, and especially need volunteers on Saturdays 

from 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. and Sundays from 2:00–4:00 

p.m. If you can give of your time just a few hours a month, 

please contact PHS Volunteer Coordinator Renee Barry at 

reneejbarry@gmail.com. We look forward to adding you to 

our volunteer roster!

Welcome to new volunteers Elisabeth Warsinske and 

Karen Smallman! Both have been working on the Thursday 

morning museum crew preparing the museum for reopening 

on March 3rd. 
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a few intimidating pieces of artillery provided sufficient 

incentive to convince hundreds of immigrant laborers hired to 

repair the damage to work more, and drink less. It must have 

been a memorable scene to witness for young Leslie Hulburt.

Like his father, the boy chose to pursue a career in law, 

an ironic path, as he would soon break many laws himself. 

He attended the University of Rochester, and was elected 

Vice President of the class of 1892. He then attended the law 

schools of Cornell and also Union College in Schenectady, 

and was admitted to the New York State Bar in October of 

1894. He briefly practiced his craft, which included a short 

stint in the office of the Monroe County District Attorney. 

In the spring of 1895 the young attorney was struck with 

a severe case of typhoid fever, and spent considerable time 

at Rochester’s St. Mary’s Hospital. After completing his 

recovery at his father’s home in Fairport, Leslie Hulburt 

again enrolled at Cornell University, where he was awarded a 

degree in philosophy in 1896, at the age of thirty. 

Leslie Hulburt returned to Rochester and opened a private 

law office in the Powers Building. On January 11, 1897 he 

married Helen Mitchell, the twenty year old daughter of a 

railroad laborer in Rochester, whom he had hired to work in 

his office as a stenographer. 

“Leslie Hulburt...” continued from page 1

Much of the property on the other side of the Oxbow was owned by the Hulburt family. 
It was here that young Leslie Hulburt was born and raised. 

Photo taken by Frank Beaumont, August of 1915. 

Photo from the Town of Perinton archives.

Headline published in the Buffalo Courier, 
December 11, 1900

After a short while, he left his wife and fled to San Fran-

cisco. When he returned to Rochester after the mysterious 

trip, the jeweler from which Hulburt bought his wife’s wed-

ding ring won a suit against him, after he proved the young 

attorney hadn’t paid for the ring. The incident very nearly 

caused Hulburt to be disbarred, and his mother-in-law hung 

herself in the family’s woodshed. It was said she couldn’t 

stand to see her daughter with such a man. 
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Special Recognition Level 

Memberships: As of February 19, 2018

Business ($100)

Barranco’s Clothing and Shoes

32 North Main Street, Fairport, NY 14450

Phone: 585-388-1270

Fairport Village Inn, Wayne and Patty Beckwith

103 North Main Street, Fairport, NY 14450

Phone: 585-388-0112       Web: www.thefvi.com 

Robert Ruhland, Keller Williams Realty

2000 Winton Road S. Bldg. 1, Rochester, NY 14618

Phone: 585-303-6607     Web: bobruhland.yourkwagent.com

Joel Cuminale, Turning Point Signs & Design

3 Railroad Street, Fairport, NY 14450

Phone:  (585) 377-9310      Web: www.tpsigns.com 

The Inn on Church

11 West Church Street, Fairport, NY 14450

Phone: 585-678-1106     Web: www.facebook.com/theinnonchurch

Pixos Print

75 Goodway Drive, Rochester, NY 14623-3000 

Phone: 585-500-4600     Web: www.ReadytoRun@pixosprint.com 

DeLand ($100-$249) 

Potter ($250-$499)

Perrin ($500 and above)

None this month

Perinton Historical Society

Mission

To promote interest in preserving and 

sharing local history through education 
and accessibility.

For the next few years, the tarnished young attorney, 

now reunited with his wife, perfected a fraudulent scheme 

known as a divorce mill. He manufactured these divorces by 

hiring phony witnesses to testify as to the supposed marital 

indiscretions of the spouses of his clients. Working from his 

office at the Powers Building in Rochester, Hulburt hired 

clerks to help him construct the phony evidence, which 

typically involved infidelity. One of these clerks was William 

Mitchell, the younger brother of Hulburt’s wife. Prospective 

witnesses were found on the street or in bars, and offered five 

dollars for their part in the scam. One such witness, James 

Courtney, was later indicted and produced damning testimony 

which revealed the depth and depravity of Hulburt’s crimes. 

Courtney told of cases from Rochester to Buffalo, to Ontario, 

Canada. Hulburt or his clerks often found Courtney on a bar 

stool on the day his rent was due, and offered a solution to 

his financial dilemma—five dollars for his testimony. On 

occasion, Hulburt’s fake witnesses rode the New York Central 

with him to testify in court in Buffalo. 

Other attorneys and law enforcement agencies began 

to take notice of Hulburt’s devious practices. The resulting 

divorce mill probe kept courts busy in Buffalo and Rochester 

for months. Besides the issue of phony witness testimony, 

as part of his fraudulent scheme, Hulburt routinely deviated 

from proper legal procedure, infuriating many judges. As the 

investigation continued, divorces that had been granted were 

subsequently overturned, and day by day, the noose was 

tightening on Leslie Hulburt. In March of 1901, a Rochester 

grand jury handed down sealed indictments, naming both 

attorney Hulburt and his clerk William Mitchell. Hulburt 

quickly disposed of all his property, emptied his bank 

accounts, and skipped town. Monroe County Sheriff Thomas 

Ford followed leads to Kansas City, but came back empty-

handed. The indicted scoundrel with roots in Fairport 

disappeared. He would soon surface under a different name to 

commit far greater crimes, in Texas, and later Mexico. 

In the April edition of the Historigram: 

Leslie Hulburt adds murder to his resume.
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On Tuesday, March 20th at 7:00 p.m., we welcome 

speaker Lisa Kleman to the museum to discuss her 

family’s musical history in Rochester. In the early decades of 

the twentieth century, the Dossenbach brothers were famous 

and well-loved in Rochester. They founded and conducted the 

Rochester Orchestra and the Rochester Park Band, and they 

were also George Eastman’s musicians, playing for his twice-

weekly musicales and parties from 1905–1919.

The Rochester Park Band and the Rochester Orchestra 

entertained for all manner of local events in the city and in 

surrounding towns. On July 25th, 1907, the Fairport Fire 

Department boarded a special train bound for Clyde to attend 

a huge Volunteer Fireman’s Convention, accompanied by 

Theodore Dossenbach’s Rochester Park Band. Earlier in the 

decade, in 1903, Hermann Dossenbach’s Orchestra played for 

the Fairport High Commencement Exercises in Shaw’s Hall.

Hermann and Theodore Dossenbach were children of poor 

German immigrants who came to Rochester in the 1870s, 

and their experiences tell the story of the City of Rochester 

itself, its growth, its promise, its burgeoning musical scene.

Lisa Kleman, a retired college English professor, is the great-

granddaughter of Theodore Dossenbach. She invites you to 

step into the past and imagine living in a time long gone but 

not forgotten.

The Musical Dossenbachs 

of Early Twentieth Century Rochester



7

Treasurer’s Report
By Linda Wiener

The following is a summary of the financial status of the 

Perinton Historical Society for the fiscal year, which ended 

August 31, 2017:

Income
     Membership Dues    $ 13,468 
     Grants            10,082
     Donations              6,322 
  Gift Shop               2,637
  Special Events                      2,104
  Miscellaneous                          330
    Interest Income                         101
Total Income   $ 35,044

Expense   
     Museum    $   4,367
     Building              3,835
     Gift Shop               3,006
     Museum Collections            2,242   
     Historigram              2,302
  Office Expense            1,862
  Depreciation             1,535
  Website              1,520
  Insurance             1,286 
     House Tour                   954
     Special Events                   540
  Membership                   635
  Programs                   343
Total Expense   $ 24,427

Net Income/(Loss)   $ 10,617

Net Assets:
    Cash & Equivalents  $ 44,438
    Gift Shop Inventory       6,943
    Community Foundation Funds    86,963
Total Assets               $138,344

Sales Tax Payable        $ 116 
Deferred Revenue              6,280
Temporarily Restricted Funds    86,963
Unrestricted Net Assets     44,985
Net Assets                $138,343

Notes:

Cash & equivalents include funds in bank accounts and CDs that are 

available in one year or less. Of this $39,234 was held in checking and 

money market accounts. The remainder is in a CD. The Community 

Foundation Funds are available upon written approval from the PHS 

Board of Directors. These funds are considered long-term investments.  

The interest and dividends earned are returned to PHS annually in the 

form of a grant which totaled $4,081 in 2017.  

The primary sources of income are from membership dues, grants 

and donations. Primary expenses include general operations of the 

museum, gift shop and membership programs (e.g. Historigram, annual 

meeting, House Tour).

PHS files and pays sales tax annually related to gift shop sales, files 

1099s annually and files an Informational Return – 990-N with the 

IRS. PHS is registered with the New York States Charities Bureau but 

is exempt from filing an annual return.
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Fairport Lift Bridge under construction, circa 1914

Photo from the Perinton Historical Society

Patiently waiting to cross the lift bridge in 2012 

Photo by Keith Boas

Lift Bridge 
Rehabilitation Project

A public information meeting was hosted by the NYS 

Department of Transportation at Fairport High School 

on February 22nd to communicate details of a major project 

to rehabilitate the historic Main Street lift bridge in Fairport. 

The project will span 13 to 15 months, and will begin no 

earlier than July of 2019. The project will not include a 

temporary pedestrian bridge, which would be too expensive 

to build. People on foot needing to cross the canal in the 

village, will use the nearby Parker Street Bridge.

The work will include replacing most of the present 

bridge. However, the overall appearance of the bridge, with 

its classic truss design, will have the same look as the original 

1914 structure.

Local officials and merchants will be meeting soon to 

plan alternate routes for parades and probable adjustments to  

locations for festivals that will be affected.
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Fairport Historical Museum
18 Perrin Street, Fairport, NY 14450

The museum is open to the public on Saturdays, Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at the hours below:

Saturday  10:00–1:00 p.m.         Tuesday    2:00–4:00 p.m.

Sunday    2:00–4:00 p.m.         Thursday  7:00–9:00 p.m.

Group tours, presentations and special projects are by appointment. Please call and leave a message at 585-223-3989.

www.PerintonHistoricalSociety.org

This photo postcard, postmarked 
1907, shows Cobb’s canning factory 
at the right, and the Rochester, 
Syracuse and Eastern trolley bridge 
crossing the canal in the distance. 
The view is to the east, and was 
probably taken from the bridge over 
the canal at Turk Hill Road. 

Photo from the 

Town of Perinton archives


